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PRIBILOF FUR SEAL HARVEST TOTALS 97,091 ANIMALS

The 1961 fur seal harvest on the Pribilof Islands in Alaska provided 97,091
sealskins, Secretary of the Interior Stewart L, Udall said today, Of these,
82,095 were males. This is the largest annual harvest since 1956 when 126,826
animals were taken., For some years previous to 1956 the annual harvest had
averaged about 65,000 three and four year old bachelor males,

Gross receipts to the United Stétes Government from the sale of Pribilof
Islands products (including meal and oil from rendering the carcasses) in the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1961 amounted to $2,839,862., The State of Alaska and
the United States Government share in the net receipts after fur seal processing
costs and the costs of administration of the Pribilof Islands are deducted from
the gross receipts. The Alaska Statehood Act provides for payment of 70 percent
of the net proceeds to the State of Alaska.

In 1956 the practice of taking female seals, which had been stopped in 1911,
was reinstituted on the advice of wildlife biologists whose studies indicated that
such action w23 naucdiery 0 provides ko opiizux size of herd und to reduce pup
mortality which would, in effect, substitute additional harvest for mortality.
For example, in 1957, 74,51/ cead pups were counted on St, Paul Isliand, while in
1958 the pup crop supporting a large part of this year's kill suffered a loss of
only 37,740.

The effect of over-abundance appears to have resulted in the smaller number
of seals which returned to the roockeries in the late 1950's; the effect of the
current maragement practice in herd reduction is beginning to be evident in this
year's return of a male harvest above the 65,000 level. An additional harvest of

as many as 30,000 femele ceals will be necessary this fall as part of the
managewent program.



The Pribilof herd, which had dwindled to 125,000 in 1911 when the first fur
seal treaty made management of the Pribilof herd possible by the outlawing of high
seas harvesting, had reached about 1,500,000 animals when the incidence of pup-
killing diseases became a problem.

During the 40 years of herd build-up only the surplus males were taken.

The segregation of the young males, the most desirable group for sealskins,
is largely accomplished by the polygamous nature of the segl, While seals are
born in about equal numbers of male and female, the older bulls maintain harems of
from 25 to 100 cows and drive the younger males away from the herd, Thus the
males of the younger age groups are automatically segregated. The practice of
harvesting the majority of these bachelor males esch year permitted adequate

numbers of the young males to acquire breeding age--about 7 years--and establish
their harems.

The life span of the fur seal is about 20 years and the female begins to bear
young at 4 to 6 years of age. The seals spend seversl months of each year at sea.
In late May the old males return to the Pribilof rookeries. The younger males
follow soon after. The females arrive early in June and the pups are born soon
after the females arrive on the Islands. Each has a single pup in any one year.

The average size of a newborn pup is 12 pounds. The nursery season for the new
pup is also the mating season for the mother.

The five Pribilof Islands are in Bering Sea about 200 miles north of the
Aleutian chain and about 300 miles west of the mainland., Of the two that are
inhabited, the largest is St. Paul Island which is 14 miles in length. St. George
Island, 40 miles away, is about 10 miles in length.

Records show that the Russians, who owned the Pribilofs until they came into
possession of the United States in 1867 through the Alaska Purchase, had harvested
about 2,000,000 seal pelts before 1834. Russia then placed restrictions upon the
harvesting and from 183/ until 1867 only 600,000 pelts were taken. Under American
ownership there was a 20-year period in which harvests of 100,000 a year were
permitted and in most instances accomplished. This was followed by another 20-
year period ending in 1910 when only about 330,000 sealskins were taken. Since
1911, the year in which the original fur seal treaty was signed by Japan, Russia,
Great Britain (for Canada), and the United States, sealing has been prohibited on
the high seas, and scientific mansgement of the herd has provided for the
dramatic increase in herd size and production of skins.

Intensive research is presently underway on the Pribilof Islands and at sea
to learn more of the life history and population dynamics of the fur seal. These
studies are coordinated through the North Pacific Fur Seal Commission, established
under the provisions of the 1957 Interim Convention on Conservation of North
Pacific Fur Seals, and zre designed to provide information as to the maximum
sustainable yield of fur seals, giving due regard to their relation to the
productivity of other living marine resources of the area.
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PUBLIC AUCTION DIVISION

We wish to announce that we will otfer at public auction at 1328 South Kingshighway,
st. Louts, Mo.

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5 AND 6, 1961

(Approximate Quandities)

FOR ACCOUNT OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT: %/ () 7
ALASKA FUR SEAL v o 12
L300 Black /) 7o |, i~ [
3700 Kitovi¥processed ’ // , V:
NSO R ara®processed aya A PTEE
3000 Lakoda* - Natural Sheared** . ; i . § é/.

FOR ACCOUNT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN: ¥ Tt /»Z e ’
ALASKA FUR SEAL ’ L .
7
2,000 Black ,,L(t P
3,100 Muatara*-processed

FOR ACCOUNT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA:
SOUTH AFRICA FUR SEAL

Sa00 Teansveldt®processed - Neutral / 7 7

FOR ACCOUNT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF UR(.I'GLZ_'_i_X://'/ S k’/
GRUGUAY FUR SEAL

T . .
1,000 Black / ) ‘// s
1SN Neutra! @ML L

FOR ACCOUNT OF OTHER SHIPPERS:
SOUTH AFRICA FUR SEAL

9,300 transveldt®.procesced Neutral

2500 Trnsveldt*precoasea - Deep Blue Tone

All fur seal unless otherwise stated we disssed. dyed, machingd and finished.

Goods witl e on sbow onnd after Thursday, September 2% 0 our siow roomis. 1328 South
Nangstughwar sale wall begm at 160 PM O Tharaday, Gorober 5 and will continue 0 8 00 A M.
; }‘ by b 70
Profaw, Oaover - 1951,

THE ENTIRE TRADE IS INVITED TO ATTEND THIS SALE

*Reg 1) S, Canada
u:d uther countries F O U K E F U R C O M P A N Y
BRPLon AHRY) ST. LOUIS, MO, US.A.
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Fur Seal Auction st 8t. Louls, Missouri, October 5-5, 1961

Topics
The following quantities of skins were sold to the account of the U.8, Govermments

23,500 regularly processed skins
3,000 lakoda (naturaul, sheared skins)

Disposit o
Prices received for this sale as compared with the previous two sales are given
in the Sable below. Of special significance is the price received for the
Lakods skins, since it appeared that the future of this product was poor indeed
following the April 21-22, 1961 sale.

The lakoda wocess is used on the female skins which 40 not lend themselves %0
the regular 4dressing and 4dyeing peocess used ou the male skins. The future of the
lakods skin looks quite promising now as & nmeans for utilissetion of female skins.

Oct. April Oct. Percent Change,
1960 1961 1961 last 2 sales
Matars 103.22 83.57 81.29 2.6
Mack 106.83 93.33 91.73 -2.0
nm 1010” m-m 8&0% -ll-l
lakods 36.05 11.99 k.05 f242.h



